A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
before. It was imperatively necessary for the sake of money
to summon yet another Parliament, and the revolutionary
movement began again. This time the King was attacked
through his close friend and guide, Buckingham. Buckingham
was impeached (he had himself made the error of reviving
impeachment, a medieval custom long forgotten and consist-
ing in the prosecution of a man by the House of Commons
before the tribunal of the House of Lords, who might condemn
him to any penalty, including death*). To destroy Buckingham
would have been a very heavy blow at the strength and
prestige of the King. There were many in the Parliament who
were active towards that end, notably Pym, the best organizer
among them; but of a special value to the plan was the
eloquence of Elliot, a very wealthy Cornish squire who had
been a friend of Buckingham's in youth and to whom Buck-
ingham had given a lucrative post in the West of England.
Elliot was, like many orators, very touchy. He had been
caught in doubtful money transactions, rendered the worse by
the use he had made of public office for the purpose of en-
riching himself; he had been imprisoned and tried, and
Buckingham had had him released; but Elliot thought that
riot enough had been done for him by his old friend, and
he brooded. And he had further grievances—that he had not
been given the great place he had hoped for in the marriage
festivities, nor been called to Buckingham's side He thus
worked himself up into a mood of violent enmity against his
benefactor. During the impeachment of Buckingham no one
was more virulent than Elliot.
Before Parliament was dissolved the wealthy leaders of the
revolution had gone so far as to suggest that Buckingham had
poisoned his poor old master, James I, and even that Charles
himself had taken part in the murder of his father. Buckingham
completely cleared himself in a very able and moderate speech,
in which he took each point of the accusation against him
separately and examined it closely. This second Parliament
was dissolved on June 15, 1626, having sat just over four
months. The King urged the Commons to return to reason,
* The so-called impeachment of Bacon in the last reign was not a true
impeachment in form; the revival of this dangerous custom dates from
B*K$mgham*s own plan to impeach Middlesex, the chief of those who still
desired tbe Spanish marriage after he had broken it off

